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Name: Ealia Murray

Age: 17
Hometowm: Newark

Educatione Recent graduate of MNew-
ark's Belence High School Wil attend
Seton Hall University in the fall, where
she plans to meajor in elementary eduea-
tiomn.

Accomplishment: Recognized as the
Boys and Girls Club of Newark ¥outh of
the ¥ear. Ealia was selected from more
than 100 chib members ages 14 to 18,
and was awarded a $5,000 scholarship.
The Boys and Girls club of Newark
chooses from members who wWere se-
leeted as Youths of the Month and then
chooges a Youth of the Year for each of
its three units throughont the ey, Kalia
was selected @8 the overall Wewark
Youth of the Year, and was given the
award in May af the ehib's 18th Anmial
Evening of the Stars,

About the awanl: To qualify for the
award, the Boys and Girls Club evalu-
ates ite members' serviee to the elub,
cormmunity and farnily, aeademic per-
formance, moral character, life goals,
poise and public speaking ability. Kalia
received recormmendations and had an
interview about what the ehib meant to
her, and how her post-high sehool educa-
tion will affeet her life. While Ealia said
she was initially nervous about the inter-
view, she enjoyed meeting with the com-
mitter and found i to be more like a
conversation between friends

In addition to this scholarship, Ealia
also recefved a Presidential Freedorn
Seholarship for Commmnity Serviee and
8 Gladys Hillman Jones Book Schol-
arship. For the Book seholarship, Kalin
had to write an essay on why she warts
to e an edueator.

Service to the Boys and Girs Club: Ealia
has been a member of the Boys and Girls
Chibs of Newark's Westside Unit for five
yeqars. Bhe 5 @ second-generation elub
member whose father began attending
the Westeide Unit in 1970. As part of her
eotmmunity service, Kalia tutors ehildren
with their sehoolwork, 2he spends one-
on-one time with children, helping them
with their homework or going over spell-
ing words. Ealin finds this volunteer
work very motwating, and values the ex-
perience sinee she plans on working with
and edueating children.

A way with wonds: In addition to the

tutoring, Kalia also started a poetry club
for children ages 9 and 10 af the ehib.

MI& SONGTHE ETARLEDGER
Kalia Murray, 17, helps Sholdea Bowers, 7, with her homework at the Boys and Girls
Club of Newark. Kalia, a recent graduate of Newark's Science High School, was
selected from more than 100 club members as Youth of the Year and was awarded a
$5,000 scholarship. She will attend Seton Hall University.

While Kalia aftended Science High and
learned to love science, It is writing po-
gtry and reading literature that are her
trie passions.

Kalia's other volnteer work involved
serving s a membership clerk. She
greeted members as they came in and
performed data entry duties. 8he proved
50 adept that her volunteer work led toa
part-time job. Kalla 5 erateful that the
elub has provided her with employment
skills, and has helped her learn to effec-
tively commmunicste with individuals
from all walks of life.

Positive experdences: In addition to her
vohnteer work, Ealia participated in the
elubvs Smart Moves Drug Prevention

program. There, Ealia leamed how to
deql with the peer pressure. While Kalia
was initially coneerned about the time
commitment involved with Smart
Moves, she was very motivated about
partieipating.

Meeting people: One of Ealin's most
memorable chib experiences came when
she was 13 and attended the Frost Valley
Camp in upstate Wew York. This was Ea-
las first time away from home and her
parents, and tenght her to become more
responsible,

Ealla also values this experience be-
eage she met people from different cul-
tural backerounds. Ealia admits that she
was nervons at first, but soon made
friends, and still keeps in touch with a
friend from camp. She zaid the camp ex-
perlence has made it easier for her to
meet new people, and prepared her for
hoth high school and eollege, where she
hes met and will continue to meet peo-
ple from different backerounds.

Giving back: Cverall, Ealia woauld rec-
ommend the Boys and Girls Club to
other youths. She said it helped both her
father and herself to get involved with
Thelr community.

“Tt means a lot. It helped budld oy
character, and is another home away
rrsﬁu horme, People feel ke family,” Kalia
said.

Other imterests: While an honor stu-
dent at Newark Science High School
Ealia participated in cheerleading and
was a member of the lferary magazine
and Future Teachers of America. 2he de-
seribes herself as “career foensed” and
hopes to become a apeech pathologist,

Family: Parents; Rudolph and Cyn-
thia murray, sisters; Eenyatte, Qua-
dreya, and Shaquilla.

— Ellen Coughlin



